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To better understand how the brain works, it is necessary 
to bridge the existing knowledge gaps between Molecular 

and Cellular Neuroscience and Systems and Cognitive 
Neuroscience.
ENP teams analyze and develop representative models 
of the nervous system’s functions, from the genes 
responsible for organizing its development to the circuits 
that underlie behavior.  ENP teams also aim to explore 
new human/machine interfaces. 

Bringing together these complementary perspectives 
constitutes a basis to determine how pathological 

mechanisms, which disrupt or destroy nerve cells,  
are responsible for major physical or psychological 
disabilities. This allows the conception of new 
therapeutic strategies.

ENP’s programme, Understanding the 
Brain and Treating its Diseases, 
has major implications in terms 

of knowledge, public health 
(Neurology and Psychiatry), 

technical innovation and 
education. It is organized along 
three axes: 
• the Development, Plasticity 
and Aging of the Nervous 
System,
• the Cerebral Bases of 

Cognition 
• Gene/Environment  

Interactions in Neurological and 
Psychiatric Diseases.

ENP is a scientific foundation supported by 
its five founding partners : Commissariat à 
l’énergie atomique (CEA), Centre national 
de la recherche scientifique (CNRS), Institut 
national de la santé et de la recherche médicale 
(Inserm), Paris-Sud 11 University and  
Pierre & Marie Curie University (UPMC).

Paris Descartes University is a partner of 
ENP which also interacts with other institutions 
involved in Neuroscience like the Pasteur 
Institute, Assistance Publique des Hôpitaux de 
Paris (AP-HP), École normale supérieure (ENS) 
and Collège de France.

In collaboration with Inserm, ENP manages and 
organizes the NeRF (Neuropôle de recherche 
francilien), a major instrument for Neuroscience 
support by the Paris region.

ENP forms and maintains multiple national  
and international collaborations with academic 
partners in Europe and worldwide.

Understanding 
the Brain 
and Treating its Diseases

The Paris region, known as Île-de-France, has a long and rich scientific 
and medical tradition. Almost half of France’s Neuroscience research 
potential is located there. 

ENP teams work in partnership with research centers and technological 
platforms, both within Paris and south of the capital.
 

ENP’S MAIN SITES 
• Inserm and CNRS laboratories of Pierre & Marie Curie 

University (UPMC) : the Institut du Fer à Moulin, 
Institut de la Vision (IDV), Jussieu, Pitié-

Salpêtrière and the Institut du Cerveau et la 
Moëlle (ICM),

• Inserm and CNRS laboratories of the 
Pasteur Institute, Collège de France, 

Paris Descartes University (Saints-
Pères, Sainte-Anne) and of the 
Cognitive Studies Department of 
École normale supérieure (DEC) ;

• CNRS, CEA, Inserm 
Laboratories of Université 
Paris-Sud 11 at Orsay, Gif-
sur-Yvette Campus, Frédéric 
Joliot Hospital (SHFJ), 
Neurospin and Mircen.
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